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Cheshire Academy

• French Intermediate (level 2/3; 
intermediate novice to low 
intermediate) – grades 9 & 10

• IB French ab initio year 2

• IB French HL 1 & 2 combo

• Grade 10 seminar class, spring 
semester



The French 
Connection in 
Connecticut

Knowledge of local history is of critical value for a sense 
of place, a sense of belonging, and a sense of purpose. 
Seeing the ways in which various cultures and national 
identities have shaped the environments we think of as 
‘everyday’ helps broaden our understanding of our 
community and our place in it.

In this highly experiential course, students will 
travel—both virtually and in person—to a variety of 
important local and regional Connecticut historical and 
cultural sites, focusing on the connections between 
U.S. History, French/French-Canadian culture, and the 
lives of the communities in and around Cheshire and 
the state of Connecticut.

10th-grade semester course - research, writing,  skill 
building, community building, through a subject lens



Topics

Overview of Indigenous Peoples in CT - Mashantucket Pequot Museum virtual tour

Rochambeau’s Trail -  marker visit, Marion, CT & Southington Coffee House; CT markers 
Washington-Rochambeau route; Washington-Rochambeau revolutionary trail

Hillstead Museum – Impressionism  Manet, Monet, Degas, Cassatt; painting with Dollar Store supplies

French Canadians and Windham Texttile & History  Museum; Chez Ben Diner, Manchester, sugar on snow; guest 
speaker, Chez Ben Diner, Manchester

World War 1 and CT soldiers; CT State Library guest speaker Christine Pittsley; CT solider in WW!; Museum of CT 
history

Haïtian immigrants in CT, Pierre Sylvain artist; Lourdes Creole restaurant, Waterbury

Additional Food - crêpes (La Chandeleur); fondue with Aldi supplies; Avert Brasserie, West Harfotd

https://www.pequotmuseum.org/
https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=33706
http://southingtoncoffeehouse.com/
https://www.hseh.org/CT_MARKERS.pdf
https://www.hseh.org/CT_MARKERS.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/waro/index.htm
https://www.hillstead.org/
https://www.hillstead.org/our-collection/paintings/impressionists/
https://millmuseum.org/
https://www.chezbendiner.com/
https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/190467/maple-syrup-taffy/
https://www.chezbendiner.com/
https://teachitct.org/lessons/over-there-a-connecticut-soldier-in-france/
https://museumofcthistory.org/about-the-museum/
https://museumofcthistory.org/about-the-museum/
https://www.pierresylvain.com/
https://lourdes-creole-restaurant-llc.business.site/
https://www.avertbrasserie.com/




Rochambeau Trail
•Visit to a marker in Marion, CT

•Southington Coffee House



Rubbings



Rubbings



”Old 
fashioned” 
letter 
writing





Whist & currency





Hill-Stead Museum



● Manet
● Monet
● Degas
● Cassatt
● Japanese woodblock prints
● Architecture
● Furnished home - per Theodate’s will
● Guided tours - English/French
● Archives
● Outdoor spaces; Sunken Garden











Interview with the Artist



Windham Textile & History Museum

















Chez Ben Diner, Manchester



Contact Information
Margaret Vaughan | Hill-Stead Museum
Director of Education
T: 860 677 4787 ex. 140 
vaughanm@hillstead.org

Kira Holmes
Executive Director, director@millmuseum.org
The Mill Museum
860 456 2178

Christine Pittsley | Special Projects Director
Museum of Connecticut History | 231 Capitol Ave. Hartford CT 06106
Office: (860) 757-6517 | Christine.Pittsley@ct.gov
Museum of Connecticut History | Connecticut in World War 1 |

https://museumofcthistory.org/
http://ctinworldwar1.org/

